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the puzzle put. Now as to what constitutes Arahat-
ship we had, in the last lecture, descriptive lists,
and discussions of their details. It will be advisable,
on this central and most important point of Budd-
hism, to quote more fully the actual words of the
early Buddhist writers.

The Buddhist poems reach their highest level of
beauty when they attempt to describe the glory of
this state of victory over the world, and over birth
and death, of an inward peace that can never be
shaken, of a joy that can never be ruffled. Thus,
when Kassapa, a distinguished Brahmin teacher, had
left all to join the new leader, and the people were
astonished at it, he is asked, in the presence of the
multitude, to explain the nature qi the change that
has come over him :

What hast them seen, O thoii of Uruvela,

That thou, for penances so far renowned,

Forsakest thus thy sacrificial fire ?

I ask thee, Kassapa, the meaning of this thing.

How comes it that thine altar lies deserted ?

What is it, in the world of men or gods,

That thy heart longs for ?    Tell me that, Kassapa ! "

And the convert answers:

" That state of peace I saw, wherein the roots
Of ever fresh re-birth are all destroyed, and greed
And hatred and delusion all have ceased.